
Message of U»e U®f WMil»gton.
The following message v»m transmitted to the

City Councils on Monday last by the Mayor.
Mayor's Omoi, August 26, 1851.

Gentlemen of the Board qf Aldermen
and Board qf Common Council:

In the following communication 1 shall lay be-
fore you a summary of the affairs of the Corpora-;tion tor the past year, with a few suggestions for
your consideration. The following statement ex¬
hibits the receipts and expenditures for the fiscal
year ending 30th Juno last:

GENERAL FUND.
Drafts upon the several Wards.
Drawn from appropriation by the Uni¬

ted States fur canal ......

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad CompanyTax on stock..
From Lioenses« Canal, Asylum, &c..

$84,004 75

15,000 00
8,060 00
4,112 78

44,589 84

$155,707 37

EXPENDITURES.
Interest and redemption of funded

debt.: #58,047 44
Improvement of canal and bridges... 33,508 57
Schools 11,766 26
Asylum %.i 7,063 40
Judicial expenses, fire companies,

streets, &c 45,037 89
Balance. 283 83

#155,707 39

SINKING FUND.
RECEIPTS.

1850, July 1, balance. #16,142 27
1851, June 30, drawn from general

fund 68,000 00

#74,142 27

EXPENDITURES.

1851, June 30. Interest on debt #44,978 30
Redemption of funded debt 12,440 00
Balance 16,723 97

#74,142 27

SCHOOL FUND.
1851, June 30. Int. on stock, (school
fund).. #3,032 40

School tax 3,474 00
Draft upon the general fund 11,686 26

#18,192 66

EXPENDITURES.
Teachers'salaries #10,815 92
Fornishing houses and contingencies . 2 120 00
Balance overdrawn previous year 5,256 74

#18,192 66

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE
SEVERAL WARDS.

Tabular Statemenli qf the Receipt* and Expendi¬
ture» qf t e teveral I1rurd», General, School, and
Sinking JFunds, to 30th June, 1851.
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RECAPITULATION.
GENERAL FUNI).

Receipts $155,707 37
Expenditures 155,423 38

Balance #283 99

Receipts and expenditures for the year
ending 30th June, I860 $135,606 22

Receipts and expenditures for the year
£ ending 30th June, 1851 1M.423 38

Excess this year. #19,817 16

Drawn from the several Wards for the
year ending June 30,1850 #73,185 12

Drawn from the several Wards for the
year ending June 30,1851 84,004 75

Excess this year #10,819 63

S1NRINQ ruND.

Receipts
Expenditures.

#74,142 27
67,418 30

Balance *16>7a3 97

SCHOOL FUND.
.... .... .'».'» 68

Expenditures and balance (5,866 74)
overdrawn last year op

Expenses for year ending 30th June,
1850 011,519 14

Expenses for year ending 30th June,
1861 12,935 92

Increase this year $ 1,416 78

WARD FUNDS.

Amount deposited by Collector to the
credit of the icveral Wards for the
year ending June 30th, 1851........ #118,915 10

Amount deposited by Collector to the
credit of the several Wards for the
year ending June 30th, 1&60 98,711 97

Excess of deposits this year. #20,301 SI

Drawn by general fund for the yearending 30th June, WW £78,186 12
Drawn by general fund for the yearending 30th June, 1861 84,004 76

Excoaa this year £ 10,819 63

Amount to the credit of the several
funds, July lat, 1861 #16,987 89

FUNDED DMT ON JULY 1, i860.
Five per cent, atock ^2'mo 00Si* per cent, atock... bab.diO ou

Total *776.470 00

Redeemed during past ye»r. laAt coat, principal and intereat 12»BZS 43

rilMBID DMOT ON JUL* 1, 1861.

:::. Si
Total................ ;.00

Being; a redaction in three yeara and nine months
of #43,560.

. , , ± 4 ,.These tablet) exhibit the gratifying fact that the
recoipta from taxea for the paat year exceeded
those of the previous year #20,401 88. Phis in*
crease reaulted from the operation of the law re¬
quiring the payment of taxes in one year.It will be perceived that the expenditures of the
general fund have been very ,lvjML re"
quiring a draft upon the Warda of #10,819 63 more
than the amount last year, and to that extent re¬
ducing the sum applicable to Wardiinprpyetfwnta.The <&penditureer for WtfFd improvements have
been much larger than those of the preceding year,and have ao far been pushed to the utmost Verge
which their means would permit. The amount
from licenaea exhibits asiight increase over that ol
laat year. 1 am hot aatiafted that justice is aeoured
to the Corporation and tax-payera in the taxation
of atock, securities. Sic., and I beg leave to call
your attention and that of the Assessors to the sub¬
ject.

WASHINGTON ASYLUM.
The number received into the Infirmary during

the past year was 220; number on hand 30th June,
1860, 40; total during the year, 260; number dis¬
charged, 181; deceased, 29; remaining 30th June,
1861, 60. Of total number .received, 86 were non¬
residents, 99 colored, and 41 under 20 years of age.Number in workhouse June 30th, 1950,42;
mitments during paat year, 479; total during the
year, 621; number discharged during the year, 477;
deceased, 7; number remaining 30th June last, 37.
Of this number 148 were non-residents, 141 colored,31 under 20 years of age, and 308 were committed
for drunkenness.

xxpaNssa or thi asylum.
The Commissioners of the Aaylum report that

the amount appropriated and received for supportof poor lunatics, and for the improvement of house
andgrounda, including balance of last y®*f»

was #6,410 36
That the grounds yielded. .. . #1,444 78
And that the amount received

for releases, sales of hogs,and board of smallpox pa¬
tients was 295 00tienis, was

1,739 78

Total..Ja.lMUThat there has been expended for the ob-
jects above specified o aou '¦*

Leaving in their hands 91,200 01
The report of the Commissioners shows that a

considerable quantity of work has been done by
the inmates in repairs to the building and making
up useful articles of clothing. The receipts from
the garden this year exceed those of last year
#356 61; and, in view of this consideration, an

enlargement of the garden grounds, as suggested
by the Commissioners, seems highly proper.

city suavxvoa.
Thia officer reports the amount of fees since the

1st April, 1851, at #134, of which #70 is unpaid.
I have t»o account of the amount of fees received
during the past year previous to the 1st of April
by bia predecessor. In reference to this onice, I
beg leave to call your attention to a report made
by a select committee to the Common Council on
the 11th of March last, urging in strong terms a

reorganization of this branch of the public service.
1 can bear testimony to the laborious efforts of the
present incumbe/ t to keep pace with the increasingduties of his office, but unless additional force is

g-iven both put*.lie and private interests must con¬
tinue to be mc.at injuriously affected.

rtax APPAXATUS.
In compliance with a resolution of the lower

Board, 1 '.ay before you the last monthly report o
the Inspector of the Fire Apparatus. 1 be several
companies, with the exception of the Columbia, arc
reported by hiin to be in serviceable condition. 1
regret to say that occasional manifestations of riot¬
ous conduct are still displayed by persons ostensi¬
bly connected with the fire companies. I beg leave
to renew the suggestions wbicn I made 1**1 year,
and further to recommend that the nature and ex-
tent of the powers of the Corporation over the sev-

cral companies and their apparatus be made be
subject ot special investigation. ^ ®*y ^ hwnd
that an application to Congress will be neccssary
to enable the Corporation to effect a thorough re
organisation.

CITY CANAt.
The receipts from the western eootio>n <th« *;.;nal for the past year amounted to 0i

cess over those of the previous year, #386 41, tboae
of the eastern to #218 16, being an increase of
4461 30. In explanation of the small amount re
ccived from the western section during the past
year, it is proper to atate that the wharves were notfn a condition to be rented before the lat May last.
The sum for which those now completed have beri'
rented until the 1st of May next year is #6 630 50,
and the residue, it is now known, can be readily
rented when finished. In view of a revival of busi_
ness upon the line of the Canal, a revision of the
laws in relation to rents, landing, and wharfage,
is very neeesbary. The bridge at 14th street is in
a very dilapidated condition, and I therefore earn-
estly invite your attention to the recommendation
rf t^ie Commissioner that a draw or pivot bridge jbe constructed at that point, aa one of that cha¬
racter would largely augment the Canal trade.
1 do not deem it appropriate, at the present
time, to present any detailed statement as to
the execution of the law approved December
18 1848, for the improvement of the Wastang
ton City Canal. The matters in controversy!between the Corporation and the contractors have,
under the authority of the joint resolution approved
April 19 1861, brcn submitted to the present en¬

gineer, Mr. C. B. Fisk, for final settlement, from
whom an award may be expected in^da^ Im-
mediately following this be will render a report ot
the condftion of the work at the time he aaaimsd
the management,ita subsequent progress and pre«
ent state. We may confidently expect the comple-
tion of the entire work this fall, and that it will be
protected along its entire length b7 c^^la ^r'Jembankments from further injury by dep^itaandwashings. I am happy to aay, that no difficulties
have occurred siuce the work has been proseruted
under the direction of Mr Fisk, and^ asaiBtan ,

Mr. Wm. B. Bryan. The Canal from Third street
has been restored to the depth required by law, and
the whole work &«s been faithfully superintended
by the Commissioners

,As a matter directly connected with tho useful¬
ness of the Canal, I invite your imm^iate atteu-
lion to the law approved January 8, 1831, entitled
"An act to preserve the navigation of the PotomacA.n T" ,J;m rivers." It is wholly insufficient tonr*!tect the navigation from wrecks and similar ob-StrTt on. I twnk it would be advisable to investthr^ mmtasioners of the Cansl with powers simi-£^SSTe«rc^» by port warden, in other

plNo"fcturti""°S««lmade of the number of h>gs-
h «oftobar'o inspected by the late inspector
kc., have been reported by the respective oiucws

..

as having been measured, ioiptcUd,Mul weight''
during the past year: i

rloilr. 1,060 Wrreto.
Salt#sh.flf
Soft coal 56,000 hu^bels.Hay..*.'..; 1,736 tAnS.
Wood. 66,364' cordi.
Lumber . > .4,000,000 feet.

UOABD or HMAI.TH.
In regard to the bealth of the cjtv, I beg leave> to

make the following extracts from the report of the
Board:
" In concluding this report, we take great plea¬

sure in tinnouncing' the healthfulness of our city
during the put year in exemption* from epideurrcand contagious diseases, with the exception pf the
.mallpox, which prevailed to a very limited ex_tent, and was generally confined to the lower and
poorer classes of society, who resided in the au-[>urbs of the city, and who had never enjoyed the
advantages of vaccination. One single case ol
cholera asphyxia occurred aad that wus a stranger;from the West. Our list of deaths proves too the
infrequeney of deaths from that class of diseases
usually ascribed to the influence of climate and
locality. As was natural to presume, from Jjflatitude and locality, much apprehension was felt
for its healthiness; and, in the earlier settlement of
the city, judgiug from the health reports of that
day, there wae much mortality from fevera. But
this form of diseaao i» far ieee common, and, when
fevers do oo«?ur, they are of a very simple and,manageable type, and seem to be limited to par¬ticular parts of the city where improvements are

PTfeeUh«U I cannot too earnestly urge upon your
attention the .proposition of the Board "for the es¬
tablishment of a pest bouse," aa also their .other re¬
commendations for the health of tbp city. We oan-
not appreciate too highly the personal labors of the
Board and the importance of sustaining thtir re¬
commendations, wnen we reflect that upon the
cleanliness and hcalthof the city depends* not^nlythe mitigation of individual sickness and suffering,
but also its prosperity, in tho economy of human
life and the capacity of its.citiacns for increased la¬
bor, in the diminution of private and- public ex-,
penses caosed by disease, and to a very great ex¬
tent its morals. In direct connexion with this nn
portant subject, I call your attention to the fact
that, in several instances coming under my own
personal observation this summer, large* numbers
of foreign emigrants havo been crowded together
to excess in the same buildings and apartmftnU.thc
immediate consequence of which was offensiveun-
cleanliness, and in one case dangerous disease. It
seems to me proper that the Board of Health should
oe rtiqueated to report whither the health of the
city will n°* b® injuriously affected by the forma¬
tion, now gradually taking place, ol flats in the
river Potomac, in order that the whole subject of
the improvement of our rivers, both in regard to
health and trade, may be laid before Congress at
the next session.

I have caused an "air-trap" to be constructed at
the mouth of the sewer corner of 14th street and
Pennsylvania avenue to prevent the foul air es¬
caping: therefrom, and, as I am informed by the
President of th6 Board of Health, with complete
success. Its application to similar places seems to.
me very desirable. The cost was about fifty dol¬
lars. I beg ltave to renew to you most earnestly
the recommendation which I made last year as to
the necessity of establishing a general system of
sewerage and drainage, the prevention of the ac¬
cumulation of water at purucular points both from
natural and artificial causes, and also moro speci¬
fic regulations in regard to private sewers. All
efforts, however, to preserve the tleatiliness ol the
streets and avenues, to abate various sources of dis¬
ease, and generally to secure the health of the city,
can only be partially successful until Congress
shall furnish a full supply of water.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Under the law of November 22, 1860, four new

primary schools were established at the commence¬
ment of last year, making the total number in ac¬
tive operation twenty three. Nineteen primary
and four district; number of teachers thirty three.
twenty three female, ten male Pay of teachers
it 10,816 92- Number of pupils admitted through
tue year, 3,317. Increase over last year, 706 Ave¬
rage attendance in 1849-'60,1,397; do. in 18a0- 51,
1,755. Number of pupils to each teacher, Oti-
Average daily attendance to each teacher, 60.
Number in schools at the Hose of August. I860,
1,889 ; do. August, 1851, 2,123. Cost $12,935 92.
Increase in cost over last vear $1,416 18.
Although 1 fed very confident that the establish¬

ment of a high school would elevate the character
of our public schools, and advance the standard ol
education generally in oor city, I do not deem it
proper, in view of other controlling considerations,
to recommend it at this time. As I remarked in a
former communication, "it is our duty to diffuse
the elements ot education among tho many , before
we attempt to confer upon a few the benefits of a

higher standard." This great want uf the many
hu not yet, as is testified to by the sub-boards of
each district, been fully satisfied. Th« re is also an
absolute necessity tor a new school house in the
first district, and for more comfortable furniture in
several of the school-rooms. lu view of the im¬
portant influence that the school-room and its ac¬

commodations exercise over the health, mental im¬

provement, and moral feelings of the pupils, I most
earnestly commend these objects to your imme¬
diate attention.
Permit rue to solicit from you an annual appro¬

priation for a few years of #1,000 for the purpose
of establishing a school library in each district.
The suggestion requires no argumentto V"rtl'
or sustainmerits, but certainly it issufficfcptto
state the fact that there is no library in our city
adapted to the mental and moral wants of the pu¬
pils of our schools, public, or private. With the
knowledge, then, of the serious injury we are daily
inflicting upon the youth of our city and society in

withholding these indispensable sources <Jf mental
and moral improvement, let us promptly apply the
remedy. We now have twentv-three schools, and
thirty-three teachers, with about ^o thousand
eight hundred scholars. It w well known that the
Trustees cannot give that vigilant and constant at-
tcntion which these schools demand Ocoaiiona
visits and yearly examinations, carefully prepared
for display, arc wholly inadequate to disclose the
merits of teachers or the condition ot the Bchools,
This can only be accomplished by the repeated ahdfamiliar observation of one accomplished in the art
of teaching, capable of detecting and reforming
errors and abuses of every kind. By this means
only shall we secure a just return for our large ex¬

penditures, preparo the suhools for a higher stand
ard of instruction, and develop the pyetom to its
full capacity. With these strong convictions 1
most earnestly recommend the appointment ol a

Superintendent of Public Schools.
roues.

It gives me pleasure to say that the new police
system has thus far worked well. The Au*iliary
Guard, the Police Ms Jstrates, and officers have
been regular and active in tho discharge of their
respective duties; and I am satisfied, from personal
observation, that the present system, forming *

union between those two police forces, is the, best

arrangement, not only for the suppression of (in-
order" but more especially for securing full
honest returns to the Corporation. So far a- 1 am
now ablo to form an opinion, the system win

nearly sustain itself. The amount of judgments
in favor of the Corporation for the last four months
is s42 879. a considerable portion of which has been
paui,'and the greater part of the residue super
seded. This amount has accrued, not as formerly,
by exactions froid our citizens, who may have un¬

wittingly contravened the laws of the Corporation,
but chiefly from fines for offences against the puD'
1,1'Jbe expense of the present system may be slated
s follows:

Salaries of magistrates,officers, and chief of(H,r£jper annum 0lO,ow
Cb.

Judgments in favor of Corporation for
fouY months, ending July 51, $3,879,
at tbe same rate per y«ar

Deduct twenty pe* aent. for-lewcs and
remission of fine#. 1 .'*'

6,909 60

700 00
Add salaries of officer* under old sys¬tem > iAmount allowed officer! for commit-

^meats, about..... w

8,309 60

2,290 40

600 00
From which should1 be deducted in¬
crease ot licenses, say .

_____

Annual cost... 1.690 40
It it' the opinion of the Chiefof Police that the re¬

ceipts-of the past fob r month® do not fdrnlBh a la^r
average, bv*tthat Uw amount of judgments for the

J! ^r«X'u5« 'w-v

vite your attention to the necessity ot a revision Ol
the laws in relation to the retail of Iiquori. 1 am
fully satisfied, not only from thq returns of the po¬lice and asylum^'but from my Official observation
otherwise* that intemperance is the eauB« almost
exclusively of all tho disturbance* and pauper¬
ism which afflict our community. Our laws
should seek to restrain and not foster an evil
of such frightful magnitude. The charter does
not regard the retail of liquors us a buBiness
from which a direct revenue is to be drawn, but
as an evil to be restrained or prohibited uy
the exaction of licenses or such other means
as arc authorized by it. With this important prin¬
ciple in view, many mpet necessary Tr,made and wholesome restraints added. Difficult
as it ft; and I may' say almost impossible, to esta¬
blish by Legal proof* violations of the existing laws,
the only t^ue remedy* in my opinion. (»o far as our
powers and legislation can affect it,) is to reduce
the number una claiaei of /teenies, with additional
restrictions upon thoet which may be granted, in
addition to the forfeiture of the license upon a se-
cond conviction, in* conformity >*Ub 9*wMng law,
extend to the Mayor a discretionary power to sus¬
pend the licensc for a limited time in °( ¦
grant violation ofthe law, upon then reconviction;for the sale of liquor wiihout license, inflict the se¬
verest practicable penalties which the Charter will
allow. In advance ofany general action upon thia
subject, 1 invite your immediate attention to the de¬
fects of the 2d section of the act of October 26,
1819, and the 8th section of the act of November 5,
1832, in their relation to minors and persons ot
color.

.

I suggest that the law approved October 30th,
1823, fn relation to billiard tables, be so amended
as to regulate the license according to the number
of tables used, and that the oroprietor. be req^edto close their rooms at 12 o'clock at night until the
next morning.

It also seems to me highly proper that the play¬
ing within the saloon of any game of chance prp-
hibited by law should, upon conviction, work a
forfeiture of the license.
The Dresent headquarters of the "Auxiliary

Guard and police force" is wholly unfit, both from
want of room for the officers as also places of con¬
finement for offenders With the present accom¬
modations it will be almost impowibte to
thn laws where imprisonment is necessary, jar less
to furnishlodgings to tbe number applying through
the winter. The immediate erection of a new
building should be determined upon, or at least an
enlargement of the present one as a temporary ar¬

rangement for this winter.
MEW CKMTBB MABMT.

The subject of a new Centre Market .<*"?» to me
to be worthy of your consideration at is time.
The present one is not only unseemly in its aPP?*fonce, but it does not furnish accommodationseither sufficiently ample or comfortable. I have
had several plans laid before me at a cost of from
#76 000 to g 100,000, which would furnish ample
accommodation lor a largely increased population,
with a range of stores upon P.n8Ilv«n,»and capacious halls with several office* in the sec¬
ond story. It is presumed that a daily market
would then be established, and that from such a

building an annual revenue of 820000 wouldbe
obtained. The only question doubtless to be con¬
sidered it as to lhe pecuniary ability of the Corpo-
ration to accomplish it- The contract for the bui
ing might be extended through several years, con¬
structing, in the first instance, such parts as were
most necessary; and in thia way bringing the> »«-
nual expenditure within the amount wl"c|1be annually appropriated without much interfe¬
rence with other improvements. In my opinion,
however, the best wouuU( T^'to thequestion of creating a "market-house debt to the
voters of the city in the manner poi tbc
tenth section of tbc amended th*
ceiots. less Its current expenses, to be set apart M
a sinking fund for the redemption of principal and
As we may Zee I assured that in a short time there

will be a very considerable i eduction in the P"^"of light, some effort should be made to encour-
a*ctho enterprise of those engaged in its manu
facture, and to secure its benefits more generally
to the city. It is impossible, we well for J®*Corporation at the present time to undertake the
lighting ofany very considerable part of the city,
but that it must limit itself to a tew points of gene-
ral thoroughfare and common ben. fit, such as the
market-houses and bridges. I have no doubt that
very much could be accomplished towards the
lighting of our streets by the passage of » Ken«r«Vlaw in conformity with the provisions of the eighth
section of the charter of May, 1820.

JUDICIAL RirOBM.
,

IMieving that the question of judicial reform
properly belongs to the corporate authorities, as
the exponent of the wants of our people, and the
medium of communication with Congress, I de¬
sire to present the subject before you as promi¬nently as its important* demands. A formal argu¬
ment may Veil be dispensed with, m the necessity
of this measure is acknowledged and demanded by
an almost unanimous public opiuion, springing
from no temporary impulses, but frdm the pressure
of evils felt for years. The very origin and pro¬
gressive history of our statute law could not fad to
produce a moat imperfect incongruous svrsUi),,
whose practical workings would bo but faitblut
revelations of its character. Judge Butler,chair¬
man of tbe Judiciary Committee, in a report made
to the Senate lust waiter, says: "Tbe great body or
the statute ih force In this District are the old laws
of Maryland, passed prior to the cession, and many
of them nearly a century before that event. 1 he
legislation of Congress hat not been directed by any
tytUm whaOvtr, but has been irregular and impul-
01ve, striking atsome special point, without regnr
to collateral couscquencea.1 Mr. John Marbury,
of Georgetown, and of high authority upon this
subject, in a letter to JudgeTtutler, uses the follow¬
ing language: "Except so far as they have been
changed by the acts of Congress, (and the in¬
stances are very lew,) the laws of this
are now what the laws of Maryland were more
than fifty years past. 11* changit made by Con
grett, tofar from improving, have'hade our code of
law ibvimraUe. Such changes have been made
somethmi to answer particular objects, wiihoii
gard to the interest ofthe people oftbo District. I he
language of Mr. Marbury, one of the oldest and
worthiest rnembersof the District bar, pronouncing
the present system "insufferable, will not a^P<«r
harsh to those of you having bad expenence.aa
jurors or suitors, of Its ruinous delays and bur¬
densome expenses The question may be asked,
why h*s the community so patiently tolerated tbe
evil? The chief reason may be found in the anoma¬
lous position in which the District is placed in
its political relations. Senator Butler, in the re¬
port above named, frankly says; "It cannot be de¬
nied that Congress, occuphM upon tbe more en¬
larged theatre of national affairs, has not. h«*n
able fully to perform the special trust confMtst to
it by the Constitution.'* Congress, in 1®«I, took
. itep forward in this matter, and it bM iu»» ww#

,r?u' l,ni®to l>me agitated, as was the case laat
winter. We seem, however, to be as remote from
the attainment of tbe object as ever. In my
opinion, (be reason of this citsJay in the, actiou
of Congress is, that there t>as been no earnest ami
well-directed ettbrt emanating' Croin the people
or tbeir representatives. Such an ellort can no
louger be postponed, it seems to uie. without re¬

proach to ourselves and injustice to our local legis¬
lator®, the Congress of the United States, in with¬
holding from them an authoritative exposition of
our wants. In the necessity of this reform I include
-f£. IJlere'y the civil, but also our criminal law.
Ino inequality and inuutlioienoy ot punishment
in certain classes of crimes, of which there are,
doubtless, ll^rant examples within your own

knowledge, is a most serious evil. The inadequacy
of punishment in those cases of homicide which,
through the uncertain,principles of tbe law, or the
tenderness of juries, is reduced from murder to
manslaughter, is begetting a fearful reckleasne**

confident of expiating' tbe offoncc by an imprison¬
ment of two to eight years in a comfortable peni¬
tentiary. There also exists the very grcut evil ofa

the ".»*' wweh is too
longdererred. i or these, parties are too often sub¬
jected before trial to ImprMobment in the crdwdod
jail, breathing it* infected atmosphere of vipe, and

c°nviction, the slight punishment of
which the offence is dremcd worthy haa no re¬

forming influence from its long delay; and perhaps
from contaminating associations in jail, this petty
otle/icei becomes the stepping-stone to crime. I
am well aware that the introduction intooourtof
these seemingliy trilling cases has been discour¬
aged, but this will certainly result in an encour¬

agement ofci,ln)e; for, as there is noother tribunal,
it will be taken as a license for wrong. They con¬
stitute, as in every community, a large class of
cases, not sufficiently serious to justify the lone-
delay, dangfcrtou* consequenccd, arid enormoug ex*

pense which attend the trial of them, but yet de¬
manding some restraining, reforming punish¬
ment, following quickly upon the commission of the
onenceitaelf. I cannot passoverin thisconnexion the
evil of gambling, which it is well known exists to a

frightful extent in thii city. The present laws are

very stringent, yet they are boldly defied, and 1 have
yet to know of a single Couvictioif under the Peni
tentiary act. Now and then the fine of #5<Me paid to
the Corporation, a small per ccnt. upon the gains
from the very victim who may bave informed The
failure to convict does not proceed from aoy want of
vigilance and effort on the part of the officers of
the Government, when a case is brought to their
notice, but in the impossibility of proving the of¬
fence ; and, as a last resort,' the bail wouUi be for¬
feited, and the evil in new hand* flourish is rankly
as ever. The remedy must be tlii^, to invest tbe
Federal or Corporation officers With power to enter
these places of infamy, and in a summary manner
to abate the evil by the arrest of the parties and
the forfeiture of all the instruments of the game.
If nothing else can be effected, let us at least have
law enough which can be executed, to purge our
most public avenue of the nuisance. Although the
heavy expense of administering the criminal law
in this District doea not fall upon its citizens, yet
it is but proper that this portion of the general evil
should be adverted to for the information and ac¬
tion of Congress.

If, then, we are satisfied of the necessity of this
measure, and that it Is demanded by public opin
ion, let us earnestly present it 10 Congress upon
its own broad merits; let us reclaim it from assu
ciation with any particular plan or personal con

troversy; let us not ask for or willingly receive any
temporary or partial relief; let us firmly Insist not
only upon a revision and oodification oi our laws,
but, if necessary, a change of the essential system
itself. It is proper that we should invite the co¬

operation oi the authorities of Georgetown; that
with united purpose and effort we mav seek the
consummation of this ineasuro. And if so, there
cuu be no doubt that the Congress of the United
States, acting not only as the faithful conservator
of our rights, but also as the jealous guardian of its
own honor, will rxtend to the seat ot Government
and its citisens, what is the blessing of many and
the ambition of all the States of this Union, a ays
tem of jurisprudence enlightened in its ppint, sim¬
ple in its terms, and cbeap in the facilities of en¬

joyment.
In concluding this communication, I cannot for¬

bear to congratulate you upon the present condi¬
tion, advantages, and future prospects of our city.
It enjoys a degree of health which compares most
favorably with the healthiest cities of the world
It is exempt in a groat measure from a » iciou» and
disorderly population; its police has been aug¬
mented in numbers and improved in efficiency. It
possesses a well established system of public schools,
which ie largely distributing its healthful currents
throughout the community, The Smithsonian In
stitution is rapidly accomplishing the catholic
conception by its nohle founder, accumulating and
dispensing, through lecture* and other means, tbe
richest treasures of science and learning. The
presence of the high officers of the General Gov¬
ernment and the annual assembling of Congress
exeroiscs a favorable influence upon its popu¬
lation, and contribute to givo dignity and re¬
finement to its sociaty. The extent and value
of the improvements by tbe Corporation with
in the last few years, as also those by private indi¬
viduals, exceeding in elegance and cost those of
any preceding year, manifest its genernl prosper¬
ity and onward progress. Among the improve¬
ments now makinghy the General Government,
the extension of the Capitol and tho improvement
of the public grounds are more particularly deserv¬
ing of our notice. The former presents an event
which marks an era In the history and progress of
our country, not only oi local advantage and inte¬
rest to our city, but pre-eminently national in its
associations and consequences; the latter, under the
cultivated taste of tho distinguished projector of
tbe plnn of improvement, opens new fountains of
health and of instructive recreation, not limited in its
influence to physical comfort, but becoming, by its
substitution for other pleasures and excitements,
tbe source of moral sentiment and culture.

In confirmation of this perhaps too partial opin¬
ion of the advantages of Washington, let me pre¬
sent, in conclusion, tbe language of the orator at
the laying of the corner-ston# of tho extension of
tbo Capitol in reference to our city, which baa
been, it may be said, hia owu home for many years
in the service of the country, and the theatre of hia
moat brilliant achievements. -

" And to bring home this idea to the present oe-

'casioa, wbo does not feel that, when President
Washington laid his hand on the foundation of

'the first Capitol building, he performer! a grrat
work of perpetuation of the Union and the Con¬
stitution r Who does not feel that this scat of the
General Government, healthful in its situation,
central In its position, near tbe mountains from
whence gush springs of wonderful virtue, teem¬

ing with Nature's richcst products, and yet not
far from the bays and tbe great estuaries of
the sea, easily accessible and generally agree¬
able in climate and association, does give
strength to the Union of these States ; that this
city, bearing an immortal name, with its broad
streets and avenues, its public squares and mag-
nifi ent edifice of the General Government,
erected for tltc purposes of carrying on within
them the important business of the several De¬
partments; for the reception of wonderful ami cu-

rious inventions, the preservation of the records
of American learning and genius; of extensive
collections of the product* of nature and art,
brought Mtber for study and comparison from
all parts of the world; adorned with numerous

churches, and sprinklod over, I am happy to say,
with many public schools, where all children of
the city, wit bout distinction, are provided with
the means of obtaining a good education; where
thero are actdemies and colleges, professional
schools and public libraries, should continue to

receive, as it has heretofore received, the foster¬

ing care of Congress, and should be regwtted as

tbe permanent seat of the National Government.
AH of which is respectfully submitted.

WALTER LENOX, M*J(it.

Newspaper Property..It is stated
that Mr. Buteer, who recently boughtone-fourth ut the Journal of Commerce,
paid *40,000 fbr hfd share of that pros¬
perous establishment, the net income
of which. is between thirty and forty
thousand dollars a year.

Contraband Goous..A good atarjis told of aautl oftieer, whohaa-paseed
much time ut Hie,-and the facts may be
relied on. Those merchant captains,who huve visited Kio.aru well aware of
the prying habits of the Custom Uouse
officers at that port. Among those who
hail beon frequently Subjected to att-
noyanee from this source, was Captain
Scott, of Baltimore, aa well known to
Jjhe, meroavUl^. vomw^uity M *U his

uotorliity, (o lHijfwtMg world. Cap?Scott had been so often overhauled bythe characters referred to, that he de¬
termined upon revenge, which he ac¬
complished iu this wise: Having donned
a sack cout, of ample dimensions, he
deposited iu each capacious pocket a
snapping turtle 6f his own importation,
and which was not entered upon the
manifest. Upon landing on the quay,
he was soon surrounded by a group of
old associates, and while receiving their
greetings, did not escape the observa¬
tion of two of the lynx-eyed officials, !
who, pressing upon either side, soon
discovered the " packages," hard to the
touoh, and which of course were con¬
traband. There was a simultaneous
plunge intp the pockets, followed by a

scream, not of delight. The hands were
quickly withdrawn, and hanging to a

finger, each held '1)18 pmo. The sttr-

prise of one party and the mirth of the
other were about equal.
Thompson ox Amkrjca..Wo find in

the London Inquirer Of August 2d an
account of the celebration in I/6ndoii on
the 1st instant of the anniversary of
the passing of the West India Emanci¬
pation act. Among the speakers,, it ap¬
pears, was Mr. George Thompson, M.
P. After having been received " with
tremendous cheering, repeated again
and again," Mr. Thompson said:
"He was proud of the metropolis that

that had furnished such an assemblage;
and he could wish that they were us-

| sembled in some Crystal Palace, into
which those recreants to the principles
of human liberty.those dastard re¬
publicans who were filled with a color-
phobia.could look, and be afflicted by
the spectacle.be tormented by their
own leprosy of soul.(cheers, amidst
which was heard the barking of ddg.)
Why, yes, the very dogs barked ut
them. (laughter.) An Eagtiah dog
could see the Maker's image and do
homage to it» but a bastard aristocrat.
a white skinned republican.an Ameri¬
can Christian.could see and acknowl¬
edge it in the soul of his brother, yet
refuse to render unto God the things
that were God's.(cheers.)

" There existed a great conspiracy for
the enslavement of un entire nation.
of a race.by men who dared to take
the names of Franklin, and Adams, and
Hancook upon their lips, not anticipa¬
ting the day when they should come
within the view of those mighty ones at
the other side of the grave, and when
these great shades would frown upon
them as they saw them hurled into that
depth below the deepest, where tho re¬

publican slaveholder would fiud his re¬
ward. (Cheers.) He had not used
stronger language that evening than he
had used in America, when he had let¬
ters of warning in his pocket, when
mobs were waiting without, and ansae- '

sins stood near him within, the meet¬
ings he had addressed."

Death of Dn. Fitch..rWe learn, by
a gentleman from Detroit, that Dr.
Fitch, the loader of the gang of Rail¬
road Conspirators, died yesterday. He
is the third one who has died since the
commencement of the trial.a singular
fatality, and it is supposed that they
poisoned themselves.

[Huflulo Com. Adv., 26/A.

"We commenced by driving the In¬
dians from their possessions. We then
revolutionized Texas, preparatory to

| its annexation. Then a war was waged
with Mexieo for extended territory.
And now, restless spirits, instigated by
ambitious leaders, rush madly upon

..Cuba. This expedition has probably
been fatally abortive. But will the de-
sign be abandoned ? We think not."

[Albany Err. Jottrnal.

| Cer-tain-ly not, friend Weed.

Illness of Judos W'ooubvrv.Ex¬
tract of a letter, dated

" Portsmouth, N. H., Aug. 28.1851.
Hon. Levi Woodbury is very jflck: his

' friends here think his recovery donbt-
ful. His daughter, wto had gone on a
visit to Newport, has been summoned
home. -

Efforts ore making to naturalize the
quinquina, or quinine plant, in the
French possessions of Africa.

Important, if Trcs. . "Ion," the
well-informed correspondent of the Bal-

I timore Sun, who is known to be on
terms of intimacy with one of the own¬

ers of the BtenmeT Pampero, now in
' this city, has the following in the fbnn
I of a postscript to his letter of this
morning:

.' We have a solution of all doubts as

to the cause of Col. Crittenden's retreat
and capture, in the fhet that he was the
commander of the artillery. The tnen

captured with him were of the artillery.
It is likely tbnt Lopes was overwhelmed
by a superior force, and his rifles took
to the woods, and to a bush fight. The
artillery men being defrntelesfc after
losing their guns, naturally Bongh* the
shore, where strong jvessels might be
found. Hero they took fishing boats
and were betrayed by a flfeheftttan.
"In the same defeat* Lopez was un¬

doubtedly destroyed Wftfi all his forces;
and the account received1by the Spanish
Minister, as sthfofl tn the IrittTliffencer
to-day, tallies with tth."

/


